Introduction: This paper presents the results of a desk study of original documents on the impact of the development of a track of land for military use in Cayey, Puerto Rico. The paper is divided in four major segments: the Spanish
Introduction
The discovery of Cuba, Hispaniola (Haiti and Dominican Republic), and Puerto Rico in the latter part of the 15 th century, opened the doors to colonizing the south-eastern part of what is now Florida (a state in the United States) as well as Central and South America. Puerto Rico became a price holding for the Spanish armada, and the Galleons that transported riches from South America to Spain. Puerto Rico also served as a strategic defense/deterrent to protect Spanish interest in the Caribbean. San Juan, a small island in the north, remained the stronghold, where the Spanish Army settled its troops and built a fortification. The reminder of the island was protected by locally deployed Spanish Army elements who trained the insular support forces. One such post was located in Cayey, its primary role was to protect the crossroads between the four cardinal points of the island, as well as to provide an inland base where Spanish soldiers were sent to adjust to the tropical weather of the island. This paper provides a historical overview of the role of the Henry Barracks Military Reservation in the development of the town of Cayey, Puerto Rico from 1898 to 1967. The paper describes the three main facilities in the Reservation: 1) the Spanish Fort, 2) Camp Henry (later renamed Henry Barracks), 3) Cayey Naval Radio Station. The paper presents a visual representation of how the Reservation changed and how changes in the structures are reflective of things to come.
Cayey is located in a valley in the central mountain range of the Island of Puerto Rico (Latitude: 18.1144 , Longitude: 66.1681 3 . It is located at the crossroads of major roads that permit travel and the flow of goods from the San Juan area in the north to Ponce, the second largest city, to the south. It is an entry point for the panoramic route that crosses the Central Mountain range and the catalytic point to some important events in the development of the Island. By the 18 th century Cayey became a town 4 . The self-defense of the Puerto Rican 3
Cayey sits on a plain surrounded by mountains, among which rise "El Torito" to an altitude of 720 meters above sea level. Its climate is cool and delightful, and its sanitary conditions are so good that under the Spanish rule there were built some splendid acclimatization barracks for the soldiers. The new barracks were called "Barracones de Henry" or Henry Barracks in honor of General Guy B. Henry. The lands of Cayey are very fertile and produce many varieties of fruits, but the principal sources of wealth are coffee and tobacco. The town is surrounded by a beautiful ravine in which there are springs that provide the inhabitants an abundant source of water. (Comments of Hon. Charles Hartzell (1903) . Register of Porto Rico for 1903. San Juan, Puerto Rico: Press of Louis E. Tuzo.) people had begun as far back in 1642, when Para-military groups were organized in towns and villages as the island population grew. Field Marshal Alejandro O'Reilly was tasked in 1765 with the responsibility of organizing an urban militia 5 in order to provide safety and security to the population as well as to augment the Spanish soldiers at the Garrison when needed. The rule remained that only Spanish soldiers would live in the Barracks established throughout the Island. In 1887, there was a request from the Governor General D. Romulo Palacios to the Central Government in Spain to establish a military hospital. The intent was to provide a place for troops who had recently arrived from Spain to adjust to the climate and the tropical illnesses. A decision was made to construct a Spanish Barracks in Cayey for 250 men, a HQ component, and two Infantry Companies in 15 acres of land on a hill overlooking the town 6 . The proposed Barracks was to be composed of ten one-story buildings. The reason for selecting this site was threefold: the availability of raw materials locally 7 , low cost of workmanship, and the appropriateness of the climate. Construction began on 5 April 1897 8 .
The Barracks was occupied by recently arrived troops from Spain, who spent a time in Cayey getting acclimatized for service in the San Juan Fort (El Morro). In 1898 there were two Infantry companies (293 men) and about 47 soldiers working in the hospital. In addition there were 243 soldiers belonging to the Sixth Battalion of the Provisional Guard. All the personnel in the Barracks were Spanish, and responsible of the defense of the Guayama and Aibonito road in the event of an invasion.
Preparing for the Defense of Cayey
Julio Cervera Baviera, the commanding officer of the Engineers and Field Aide of General Macias was ordered to move the Sixth Battalion of the provisional guard from Cayey and a number of troops that had been transferred from Aibonito-a total of approximately 400 troops (see above the distribution of troops)-into a defensive position in the road from Guayama to Cayey. He set his Headquarters on the coffee plantation at the beginning of the narrows between Jajome and Guamani. The objective was to defend the Alfonso XII bridge (see photograph in Figure 1) 9 .
The Spanish forces set themselves up in the higher ground of the straits and at the sides of the Guamani Ridge. The Spanish forces were ordered to delay or stop the advance of the American forces from heavily defended terrain.
5
In 1765 he was appointed marshal and traveled to Puerto Rico with a mission to be loyal to Spain that protected the island from possible invasion militia. O'Reilly formed a professional and highly disciplined militia, so he is remembered on the island as "father of the Puerto Rican militia." www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/o/o_reilly.htm. Accessed from Internet on July 3, 2014.
6
The land was purchased from Francisco Fernandez Navas.
7
The blocks came from the furnace of Mr. Manuel Nuñez Romeu, the raw material for the blocks from the property of Mr. Jose Benito Dumont, and the wood were gathered from the forest around Cayey and molded for use by Mr. Jose V. Philemon. 
The American Forces March unto Cayey
In 1898, the Spanish American war brought the U.S. Army to Puerto Rico. The American force was organized into four columns (see Figure 2) . General Brooke and his troops landed in Arroyo on August 1, 1898
10 . The objective of the column was to advance to the capital San Juan through the center of the island from Arroyo through Cayey, thus over powering all Spanish Army resistance and capture the strategic crossroads located in Cayey. The columns of American Expeditionary soldiers move from Arroyo to Guayama and onto Cayey. These forces were members of the State Guard from Ohio and Pennsylvania 11 . In the meantime, lead elements of, the 4 th Ohio and the 3 rd Illinois under the command of Gen. Brooke scouted the routes leading from Guayama to Cayey. These elements collided with elements of the Spanish Army near a bridge at the Guamani strait. The scrimmage lasted all day. The Spanish troops took positions along the hilltop and met the Americans with accurate rifle fire resulting in five American Soldiers wounded
12
. American forces maneuvered around the Spanish positions and by doing so, nullified enemy resistance along this route. The road from Guayama to Cayey was cleared 13, 14 . The exchange of fire between the Spanish and the Americans resulted in three American soldiers and several Spanish troops injured. General Brooke's soldiers captured the Spanish "Cuartel" in the town of Cayey on August 8, 1898, in route to an attack on the capital San Juan. He then proceeded to the Cuartel Español (the Spanish Barracks) with two Calvary troops from the 6 th U.S. Calvary, Troop H, and Pennsylvania Volunteer Calvary 15 .
There was no resistance offered by the Spanish Army and by noontime on that day General Brooke sends a message to the War Department: "Cayey taken".
The Spanish Barracks (Cuartel Español) Becomes Camp Henry 16
As a result of the treaty of Paris signed the 18 August 1898, Puerto Rico, Cuba and the Philippines were ceded to the United States as spoils of war. The Spanish empire had collapsed. The Spanish soldiers returned to their barracks in Cayey. They remained in quarters until they were repatriated to Spain on 15 October 1898 17 .
This captured piece of real estate consisted of 15 acres of land on a hill east of the town of Cayey. It overlooked the entrance of the town of Cayey and thus controlling the strategic cross-roads from Caguas, Guayama, Salinas, and Aibonito. From that vantage point all activities of the town were monitored. The main building in the installation was 320 feet by 30 feet and was the largest building in the region. It housed the Surgeon General, Officers, and a 112-bed hospital (see Figure 4) .
The largest building (Hospital) was located at the top of the hill, known as Hospital Hill (La Loma del Hospitalillo) by the locals 18 . Northeast of the hospital was the kitchen and a squad room with a capacity of 20 men (probably cooks and orderlies). Just below the top plaza was a Quartermaster stables with a capacity for 78 animals and a wagon shed with capacity of 20 wagons. Three smaller buildings in the same area accommodated the following: 1) the plumbers and a tin smith; 2) the QM barracks with a capacity for 17 men; 3) QM store house; 4) QM shops (26); 5) an oil house with a capacity of 5000 gallons. On the access road from the Hospital there were two wooden quarters that accommodated NCOs and two cavalry companies. At the bottom of the hill was the Headquarters and guardhouse
19
. In 1899, the San Cipriano hurricane destroyed the barracks. A new hospital was built on the bricks of the Spanish hospital. The American forces used the remnants of the Spanish Barracks after the 1889 Hurricane, and rebuilt ten wooden structures using the blocks and rocks from the quarry on the Post. The American soldiers were repatriated in 1901. The 2 nd Battalion of the Puerto Rico Volunteer Infantry took over the Barracks on 23 February 1901 20 . There were four companies (E, F, G, and H) assigned to Camp Henry (two infantry and two mounted).
The El Cayey Naval Radio Station (1912-1932)
In 1914 the Secretary of the Navy had planned to establish a high power station in 15 Ibid. Darrach op cit.
16
The description offered were derived by a Map entitled, "Map showing boundary lines of the original Spanish Reservation and the present reservation as described General Order # 97 War Department July 7, 1903". These personnel were moved to San Juan as a result of the Hurricane of 1928. They were never to return on a permanent basis to Cayey 30 , but rather would travel to the radio station as needed. The U.S. Army took over the care and protection of the Base.
The municipality of Cayey was looking at Magazine Hill (identified in Spanish language as "El Polvorin" (see Figure 6 and Figure 7) for expansion of the town and construction of a hospital. The municipality requested that the U.S. Government return Magazine Hill to the town since they had learned that it would not be used by the Hooper (1922) Developments in high-power radio and its applications in the services of the U.S. Navy. Radio Broadcasting Magazine 1(3), 484-489.) In 1918 the base was fully operational with 25 men per shift working three shifts. The station was used exclusively for receiving messages for the Commander for the Caribbean Fleet. The station received 5000 words daily 33 . Figure 7 shows the Powers of the Navy Station.
At Puerto Rico, the Greenland Plan 34 called for development of a major operating base as the keystone of the Caribbean defense, with facilities to include a thoroughly protected anchorage, a major air station, and an industrial establishment capable of supporting a large portion of the fleet under war conditions. Puerto Rico was to be the "Pearl Harbor of the Caribbean", furnishing logistic support to outlying secondary air bases developed on Antigua, St. Thomas, and Culebra
35
. WW2 was just around the corner, and this required yet another adjustment to the Henry Barracks Military Reservation. The Navy Station was closed down, the towers dismantled, and the lands in the southern part of the Reservation were taken over by an Army that was preparing for war. Figure 8 presents the destruction of the last tower. By 1938 the El Cayey Radio Station was closed, and the towers were transferred to Isla Grande in San Juan where the high power radio station would be nearer the Command of the Fleet.
The Henry Barracks Army Post 36
The life of Henry Barracks Army Post is intertwined with the life of the Puerto Rican 33 At the control room there were teams of operators that worked 24 hours a day in three shifts. They each worked in individual receiving posts. Recieving up to 5,000 words in Morse code during the 24 hour period. soldiers that served in the Puerto Rico Infantry Regiment and the weather. Puerto Rican men wanted to serve in the military for two reasons: 1) as a way to provide for their family with a steady income, and 2) the prestige of being a cut above other men in the society. As long as there was a need to accommodate the soldiers, there was a role for the Post . In 1899, hurricane San Cipriano destroyed all the buildings of the former Spanish Barracks, now Camp Henry.
In 1901 two large barracks, the Officers' Quarters, and the Post Exchange were erected. They were made of wood and had galvanized iron roofs. A guard House was erected in 1902 made of wood and a galvanized steel roof. In 1905 NCO Quarters were erected all wooden throughout and with galvanized steel roofs. In the same year, President Theodore Roosevelt made an Inspection visit to Camp Henry as depicted in Figure 9 , taken with the President in the Hospital stairs of the Spanish Fort.
In . The assessment of the Battalion Commander at the time of deployment was that "except for one building everything else would have to be rebuilt" 43 . Henry Barracks is situated in the center of the island. It is thirty-seven miles from the nearest coast, and all supplies of every kind had to be transported at a high cost over mountain roads by mule teams or trucks. The transport of freight and passengers was at great expense 44 .
Henry Barracks was not the preferred spot for an Infantry regiment. In this letter he presents the misgivings of Henry Barracks as a Military installation and indicates that some construction will have to happen before the troops arrive from the Canal Zone, since Hurricane San Ciprian had destroyed one of the Company size structures.
43
On April 6, 1917 Germany continued the submarine warfare, and this was perceived as an act of war. The Porto Rico House of Delegates sent a message to President Wilson expressing their solidarity and offering "absolute solidarity of the people of Puerto Rico" backed up with a request to enlarge The Porto Rico Volunteer Infantry Regiment. While not immediately approved, if was soon realized by the War Department that these soldiers may serve as substitutes for the regular soldiers in American Units that would be released to fight in Europe (Knock, 1992) . To end all wars: Woodrow Wilson and the quest for a new world order. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press. an authorization was declared for the construction of one-company size barracks in Henry Barracks at the cost of $12,750 47 . A recommendation was made to purchase land at Camp Henry. This land was north of the Reservation following a small ridge to the north and parallel to Route 1. Noteworthy is the use of Stone houses found on the main routes from San Juan to the other large cities of the Island. They were called "Casa de los Camineros". For a period of time it was assumed that the people that maintained the routes used these houses. We found a letter dated May 20, 1919, where Col Townsend requests the use of the houses along the road from San Juan to Caguas as sleeping quarters for military personnel responsible for guarding the main roads. Figure 10 shows the ruin of a roadside house that served as sleeping quarters for soldiers guarding the roads. This was a common request at that time especially for Calvary Troops doing guard duty in the main roads 48 . There were two contracts issued for the construction of the Barracks: W-6578qm-2, and W-6578qm-58. Each building would be three-story type with a built-up roof. Each company had its own kitchen and mess-hall. They had a basement under the kitchen to serve as an armory and supply. The building were based on QMG Plans # 621-727 and 621-720. NARA NM-19-Box 122. On May 17, 1932, the construction of the installation's utilities was completed 59 . The following utilities were constructed: roads, walks, electric distribution system, a well, pumping stations, reservoir, water system, bridge, sewer system, sewage disposal plant, and grading and drainage. May 17, 1932. 60 Memorandum to the Chief of Staff (October 28, 1933) . Disposition of Henry Barracks, Cayey, P.R. Figure 13 shows an airport added that was long enough to support DC-3, C-45 and C-47. An aviation company can be seen in the plot of land south of the airport. By 1951, the 1 st Battalion 296 Inf Regiment-a Na- 
The Impact of San Felipe on Henry Barracks

Re-Establishment of Henry Barracks to Civilian Use
In January of 1965, Don Luis Muñoz Marin, the former governor, introduced a young American by the name of Peter Pond to twelve young leaders in Cayey 70 and challenged them to develop a program that would keep the Youth of Puerto Rico civically occupied using the deserted ground of Henry Barracks. La YMCA Cuerpos de Paz de Puerto Rico was Rev. Peter L. Pond's conduit to programs for children that would assure inclusion, literacy, and foster well-being 71 . The report from this meeting as reported in El Mundo went like this: "the group meet with Governor Munoz Marin and his wife to discuss the possibilities of the program" According to Dr Juan A. Nogueras, one of the attendees to the meeting it was more like "marching orders". Don Luis wanted a program that fostered voluntarism, involved youth, and engaged the citizenry in community level projects. The "program" became " VESPRA-Cuerpos de Paz de Puerto Rico". It would operate initially from the grounds of old Henry Barracks, now the University of Puerto Rico in Cayey. With funds from the Rockefeller Foundation and later the Office of Economic Opportunities, and using "creative problem solving" community members, university students, teachers, and young professionals would engage in a volunteers movement that fostered literacy, public health projects at the "barrio level", and would bring to- The YMCA, Cuerpos de Paz (Peace Corps), and Voluntarios En Servicio a Puerto Rico en Acción (VESPRA) (1965) (1966) (1967) (1968) used the Administration Building, the swimming pool, the former golf course and three houses in the area formerly housing the Field Officers and families.
housing area in the north-eastern part of former Henry Barracks, the objective was to train personnel that would volunteer in the Federal Community Development Agency 72 . By 1970, the Foundation for Community Development reported to its funding source that it had been successful in meeting its objectives. The most important achievement was the Poor People's Convention at the University of Puerto Rico in 1968 73 .
A third program of great impact to the community and the region was the Encampment for Citizenship 1966 74 . The program was initiated by the New York Ethical Society, the State Department of the United States, and former Governor Muñoz Marin. The objective was to bring Youth from diverse parts of the World and help them understand the concept of democracy in action. The summer of 1966 saw the greatest flow of ideas and intellectuals in what is now the center of the UPR-Cayey campus.
Summary
This paper presented the evolution of a place called Henry Barracks, Cayey from the Spanish rule and the outpost in Cayey, to the occupation of the only segregated Spanishspeaking Regiment in the United States Army, provided a historical overview of the role of the Henry Barracks Military Reservation in the economic development of the town of Cayey from 1898 to 1967 and its re-establishment as public lands. The history of this land has not been preserved. The University should make an effort to document the historical sites in its campus, and explain the impact of the former military installation in the economic and cultural impact in the region. At the very least the municipality of Cayey and the University of Puerto Rico should acknowledge with a historical marker the presence of the Spanish Encampment, and the visit of a sitting president of the United States (President Roosevelt) in 1906.
